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LANGUAGE ARTS
SEVENTH GRADE

GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 
· Communicate effectively in formal and informal conversations building on others´ ideas demonstrating advance command of English.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.6uys9reh82rx]Write a variety of complex texts following the process of writing and conducting research projects to express his/her own ideas and opinions routinely. 

· Read comprehensively, independently and proficiently  to evaluate and discuss the theme and message of a variety of texts in diverse formats and media.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.2xoud7qhw1jl]Demonstrate command of advanced English using accurate vocabulary, and grammar conventions adapting  language to the context and interaction. 

OBJECTIVES BY STAGE: 
· Integrate multiple sources and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

· Write claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically through effective organization and analysis of content.

· Read closely, regularly  and fluently different kinds of texts to analyze and discuss what they  say explicitly and support conclusions drawn from the texts.

· Understand and explain the correct use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary  for effective communication in speaking, reading and writing.
SEVENTH GRADE OBJECTIVES:

· Speak appropriately for different purposes and audiences by responding to oral and visual communications to demonstrate comprehension through recounting, paraphrasing and summarizing orally.

· Apply writing process skills and strategies to compose pieces of writing that convey ideas such as narratives, opinions, and explanatory texts.

· Read a variety of grade appropriate texts and materials by using a variety of strategies to build comprehension and word meaning.

· Demonstrate command of the standard English grammar, capitalization, and punctuation  in the different fields such as writing, reading, listening and speaking by demonstrating the use of comma, spelling, types of sentences, paragraphs, and expressing ideas.


ASSESSMENT CRITERIAS:
· Displays gradual effective participation in a range of discussions in a variety of contexts by analyzing the main ideas, presenting claims and findings, emphasizing salient points, and adapting speeches using multimedia, and visual displays.

· Write arguments and narratives to develop real, imagined experiences, and events using effective techniques in an analysis of substantive topics or texts by gathering information, and researching routinely over extended time frames.

· Read a variety of grade-appropriate texts and  literature by determining the central idea, the sequences of events, and how particular elements of a story or drama interact and provide an objective summary of the text.

· Demonstrate command of standard English in grammar, spelling,  capitalization, and punctuation by explaining the functions of phrases and clauses, and type of sentences, and figurative language through writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
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General Skills/Standards 
	STRANDS: Speaking and listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
·  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
· Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	






General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Written communication
Text Types and Purposes
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating an understanding of the subject under investigation.
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	







General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Reading comprehension
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact throughout a text.
 Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
 6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*
 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.


	




General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4.Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5.Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6.Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

	COGNITIVE
	 SKILLS
	ATTITUDES

	ORAL COMMUNICATION 

	Planning, Preparation, Delivery and Performance

· Presentations
· Speeches
· Lit Circles
· Discussions
· Interview
· [bookmark: _heading=h.c07e60y6jkwf]Role-plays
· Debates
· Podcasts
· Panels

	Comprehension and Collaboration 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

· Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

· Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

· Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

· Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their views.

· Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study.

· Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.

· Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.

· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.)
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.


	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

	Text types and purposes
Purpose:
· Summarize
· Give opinions
· Persuade
· Narrate
· Describe
· Entertainment
Types:
· Summaries
· Reviews
· Reaction paragraph
· Anecdotes
· Fables
· Short essays (3-4 )
· Poems (free verse)
· Journal entries

Production and Distribution of Writing
Paragraphs:
· Claim, Evidence, Reasoning (CER) style paragraphs
· Order of ideas: chronological, spatial, logical
· Hook, Thesis, Supporting statements, Conclusion

Short compositions
· Pre-writing process
· Editing and peer-review
· Drafting
· 3-paragraph essays (400-500 words)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Research
· Online, print, and oral research techniques
· Use of dictionaries, thesauruses, and encyclopedias
· Cross-referencing (information discrimination & selection)

MLA formatting
· Paragraph styling
· Page formatting
· Font size and type
· Line spacing

	Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
· Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 

· Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

· Establish and maintain a formal style.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content
· Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/ effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension.

· Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

· Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

· Establish and maintain a formal style.
 
· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences
· Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

· Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. 

· Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

· Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 

· With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well the purpose and audience have been addressed. 

· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
· Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

· Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”).
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.

	READING COMPREHENSION

	LITERATURE
Elements of the story:
· Themes
· Plot (Exposition, Sequence of events)
· Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution/Denouement)
· Setting (Time, Place)
· Characters (Protagonist: hero, anti-hero, Antagonist)
· Scene
· Scenery
· Tone
· Mood 
· Author’s Purpose
· Narrator/POV
· Flashback
· Foreshadowing
Poetry
· metaphors
· símiles

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS
· Central idea
· Supporting ideas
· Author’s Purpose
· Identify/Determine main/central and supporting ideas
· Arguments & claims

CRAFT AND STRUCTURE. 
Interpretation Of Words And Phrases, Analysis Of The Structure Of A Text ( Words, Sentences, Paragraphs)

Text Structure & Features
· Facts and Opinions
· Cause and Effect
· Compare and Contrast 
· Summarizing
· Author’s word choice
· Order of ideas: chronological, logical, spatial

· Poem - Verses
· Stanzas

Author’s Craft
· Theme
· Assonance
· Alliteration
· Rhyme
· Onomatopoeia
· Personification
· Simile
· Metaphor
· Hyperbole
Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods.

*CCR = College and Career Readiness
· Lexile 6-8: 955–1155

Literature
Dramas
1. Includes one-act and multi-act plays, both in written form and on film
Poetry
2. Includes the subgenres of narrative poems, lyrical poems, free verse poems, sonnets, odes, ballads, and epics
	Key Ideas and Details 
· Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development throughout the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

· Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how the setting shapes the characters or plot).

· Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).
 Craft and Structure 
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

· Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.

· Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

· Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.

· Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 

· Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.

· By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.

	LANGUAGE CONVENTION

	[bookmark: _heading=h.y7zmz1ia5g34]Conventions of Standard English:
· The Simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.
· Function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.
· Use of commas to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt).
[bookmark: _heading=h.xhkb9k4j1uwz]Knowledge of Language:
· Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
	Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
· Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences. 

· Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas. 

· Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, recognizing and correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers.* 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
· Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives (e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but not He wore an old[,] green shirt). b. Spell correctly.
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
· Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.
· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.


EIGHTH GRADE

GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 
· Communicate effectively in formal and informal conversations building on others´ ideas demonstrating advance command of English.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.slbtbbmce1km]Write a variety of complex texts following the process of writing and conducting research projects to express his/her own ideas and opinions routinely. 

· Read comprehensively, independently and proficiently  to evaluate and discuss the theme and message of a variety of texts in diverse formats and media.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.jlkq8k8itxxr]Demonstrate command of advanced English using accurate vocabulary, and grammar conventions adapting  language to the context and interaction. 

OBJECTIVES BY STAGE: 
· Integrate multiple sources and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

· Write claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically through effective organization and analysis of content.

· Read closely, regularly  and fluently different kinds of texts to analyze and discuss what they  say explicitly and support conclusions drawn from the texts.

· Understand and explain the correct use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary  for effective communication in speaking, reading and writing.


EIGHTH GRADE OBJECTIVES:
· Participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations to summarize, analyze, interpret, evaluate and criticize on complex topics and build on others ideas. 

· Write and present analysis that show the cultural differences between a piece of complex literary text and personal experiences.

· Build comprehension of texts by using a variety of strategies to extend word meaning by applying knowledge of literal and figurative meanings to build vocabulary. 

· Demonstrate command of the standard convention of English language capitalization, and punctuation when writing, reading, speaking, or listening by selecting the adequate punctuation, form, and use of verbs in different moods.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIAS:
· Participates actively in a range of formal or informal conversations, collaboration, and presentations, adapting speeches to a variety of contexts and tasks demonstrating command of formal English, and using multimedia and visual displays.

· Writes arguments and narratives, conducts short research projects gathering relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, to draw evidence, support analysis, reflection, and answer questions.

· Read a variety of grade-appropriate texts and literature by analyzing, comparing, and contrasting the story structure, determining the author's point of view, and central idea of the text, and providing an objective summary of the text.

· Demonstrate command of standard English in grammar, spelling,  capitalization, and punctuation by explaining the function of verbals, active and passive voice, and form and use of the verb through writing, speaking, reading, or listening.



CONTENTS
	






General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Speaking and listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
· Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
· Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	





General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Written communication
General Skills/Standards 
Text Types and Purposes* 
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 
· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating an understanding of the subject under investigation.
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	








General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Reading comprehension
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact throughout a text.
 Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
 6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*
 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.


	







General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
 
2.Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

6.Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

	COGNITIVE
	SKILLS
	ATTITUDES

	ORAL COMMUNICATION 

	Planning, Preparation, Delivery, and Performance

· Presentations
· Speeches
· Lit Circles
· Discussions
· Interview
· [bookmark: _heading=h.mn9ofntwg684]Role-plays
· Debates
· Podcasts
· Panels
· Photo essays
	Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

· Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

· Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 

· Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.

· Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.

· Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

· Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

· Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.)
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.

	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

	Text types and purposes
· Purpose:
· Summarize
· Give opinions
· Persuade
· Narrate
· Describe
· Entertainment
Types:
· Professional request letters & emails
· Summaries
· Reviews
· Reaction Paragraph
· Anecdotes
· Memoirs
· Fables
· Short stories 
· Essays (4-5 ¶)
· Poems (free verse, haiku, sonnet)
· Journal entries


Production and Distribution of Writing
Paragraphs:
· Claim, Evidence, Reasoning (CER) style paragraphs
· Order of ideas: chronological, spatial, logical
· Hook, Thesis (well developed), Supporting statements, Conclusion

Short composition
· Pre-writing process
· Editing and peer-review
· Drafting
· 4-paragraph essays (500-650 words)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Research
· Online, print, oral research techniques
· Use of dictionaries and thesauruses
· Cross-referencing (information discrimination & selection)

MLA formatting
· Paragraph styling
· Page formatting
· Font size and type
· Line spacing
· In-text citation
· Works cited

	Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
· Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

· Establish and maintain a formal style. 

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
· Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

· Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 

· Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

· Establish and maintain a formal style. f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
· Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

· Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one-time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events. 

· Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 
· e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well the purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8 on page 53.)

· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”). b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).

Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.


	READING COMPREHENSION

	STORYTELLING
LITERARY GENRES (introduction)

LITERATURE
Elements of the story:
· Themes
· Plot (Exposition, Sequence of events)
· Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution/Denouement)
· Setting (Time, Place)
· Characters (Protagonist: hero, anti-hero, Antagonist)
· Scene
· Scenery
· Tone
· Mood 
· Author’s Purpose
· Narrator/POV
· Flashback
· Foreshadowing
· Sensorial language
Poetry 
· Poem analysis
INFORMATIONAL TEXTS
· Central idea
· Supporting ideas
· Author’s Purpose
· Identify/Determine main/central and supporting ideas
· Arguments & claims
Origins of Literature
· Oral Tradition
· Writing Systems
· Hieroglyphics in ancient Egypt
· Cuneiform writing in Mesopotamia
· Literary Genres
· Storytelling

Literary Analysis
· Imagery
· Sensorial language 

Literary Elements
· Analyzing theme in different works of literature and movies

Poetry Analysis
· Poetry forms and characteristics 

Nonfiction 
· Stated main ideas and supporting ideas
· Connotation vs Denotation
· Paraphrasing 
· Doing research about nonfiction topics
· Summarizing and synthesizing 
· QFT strategy
· CER paragraphs
· Reading strategies
· Making connections
· Predicting
· Questioning
· Summarizing
· Synthesizing
· Visualizing/imagery
· Clarifying
· Evaluating 
· Reflecting
· 
Text Structure & Features 
· Summary
· Synthesis
· Problem solution essay
· News article reports

· Fable
· Short story

Supporting details
· Facts and statistics
· Quotes
· Anecdotes
· Examples
Nonfiction text features
· Table of contents
· Headings
· Subheadings
· Format

· Author’s word choice

Author’s Craft
· Imagery 
· Sound devices

Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods.

*CCR = College and Career Readiness

· Lexile 6-8: 955–1155

Literature
Dramas
1. Includes one-act and multi-act plays, both in written form and on film
Poetry
2. Includes the subgenres of narrative poems, lyrical poems, free verse poems, sonnets, odes, ballads, and epics.
	Key Ideas and Details 
· Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

· Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development throughout the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

· Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

· Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).
 Craft and Structure 
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

· Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

· Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

· Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

· Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
· Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.

· Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.

· Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

· Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.  
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
· By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.


	LANGUAGE CONVENTION

	[bookmark: _heading=h.7z4w27b721k8]Conventions of Standard English:

· The active and passive voice.

· Function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences.

· The indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mode.

· Recognition and correction of inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mode.*

[bookmark: _heading=h.2uqbrll8og4z]Knowledge of Language:
· Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
· Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

[bookmark: _heading=h.67xl2zpnm7th]Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary)
	Conventions of Standard English 
· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

· Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences. 

· Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice. 

· Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

·  Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. 

· Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. c. Spell correctly
Knowledge of Language 
· Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty, or describing a state contrary to fact).
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
 
· Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

· Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 

· Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words. c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

· Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset
· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.






NINTH GRADE
 
GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 
· Communicate effectively in formal and informal conversations building on others´ ideas demonstrating advance command of English.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.vo8p7h9wvbh4]Write a variety of complex texts following the process of writing and conducting research projects to express his/her own ideas and opinions routinely. 

· Read comprehensively, independently and proficiently  to evaluate and discuss the theme and message of a variety of texts in diverse formats and media.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.rgegy8w9qdj1]Demonstrate command of advanced English using accurate vocabulary, and grammar conventions adapting  language to the context and interaction. 

OBJECTIVES BY STAGE: 
· Integrate multiple sources and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

· Write claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically through effective organization and analysis of content.

· Read closely, regularly  and fluently different kinds of texts to analyze and discuss what they  say explicitly and support conclusions drawn from the texts.

· Understand and explain the correct use of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary  for effective communication in speaking, reading and writing.


NINTH GRADE OBJECTIVES:
· Speak appropriately for different purposes and audiences, summarize, evaluate, and critically respond to alternative perspectives on social context.

· Write compositions that demonstrate effective use of descriptive language to clarify and enhance meaning and ideas.

· Analyze and evaluate context to see how the author’s message was influenced by real-life situations in society and culture.

· Demonstrate command of the standard English grammar, capitalization, and punctuation  in the different fields such as writing, reading, listening and speaking by using parallel structure, various types of phrases to apply the language functions in different contexts.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIAS:
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions through posing and responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives and evaluating the speaker’s points of view by presenting the findings with different media or visuals.

· Write informative and explanatory texts to examine, organize, and analyze a variety of contents, and conduct short as well as more sustained research projects using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

· Read a variety of grade-appropriate texts and literature by citing strong evidence,  and analyzing the story structure, the author’s choices, and the order of events within it to create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

· Demonstrate command of standard English in grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation by using parallel structure, types of phrases, and clauses to convey specific meanings through writing, speaking, reading, or listening


CONTENTS
	












General Skills/Standards 

	STRANDS: Written communication
Text Types and Purposes* 
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
·  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 
·  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating an understanding of the subject under investigation.
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	


General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Speaking and listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
·  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
· Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	








General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: Reading comprehension
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact throughout a text.

Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
 6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*
 8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	








General Skills/Standards
	STRANDS: 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

	COGNITIVE
	SKILLS
	ATTITUDES

	ORAL COMMUNICATION 

	Planning, Preparation, Delivery, and Performance

· Presentations
· Speeches
· Lit Circles
· Discussions
· Interview
· [bookmark: _heading=h.40odxzsn9y3s]Role-plays
· Debates
· Podcasts
· Panels
· Photo essays
	Comprehension and Collaboration 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
· Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

· Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

· Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

· Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

· Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.
Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

· Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.)
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.


	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

	Text types and purposes

Purpose:
· Summarize
· Give opinions
· Persuade
· Narrate
· Describe
· Entertainment

Types:
· Professional request letters & emails
· Summaries
· Reviews
· Reaction paragraph
· Anecdotes
· Memoirs
· Fables
· Short stories
· Essays (5-6 ¶)
· Scientific articles
· Poems (free verse, haiku, sonnet, elegy, ode)
· News articles
· Journal entries


Production and Distribution of Writing
Paragraphs:
· Claim, Evidence, Reasoning (CER) style paragraphs
· Order of ideas: chronological, spatial, logical
· Hook, Thesis (well developed), Supporting statements (facts, reasons, data, dates), Conclusion, Clincher

Short composition
· Pre-writing process
· Editing and peer-review
· Drafting
· 4-paragraph essays (650-800 words)
· 
[bookmark: _heading=h.y4z2oayfj03d]Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Research
· Online, print, and oral research techniques
· Use of dictionaries and thesauruses
· Cross-referencing (information discrimination & selection)
MLA formatting
· Paragraph styling
· Page formatting
· Font size and type
· Line spacing
· In-text citation
· Works cited
· Graphs and images


	Text Types and Purposes* 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
 
· Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

· Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

· Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

· Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

· Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.
 
· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

· Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 
· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
 
· Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

· Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

· Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

·  Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

· Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved throughout the narrative.

Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, an audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10 on page 55.)

· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citationDraw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

·  Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

· Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”).

Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency.

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.

	READING COMPREHENSION

	STORYTELLING

LITERARY GENRES
· Greek Mythology
· Nonfiction Narrative
· Memoir
· Photo essay
· Speech
· Scientific Writing

LITERATURE
Elements of the story:
· Themes
-Plot (Exposition, Sequence of events)
- Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, - - Resolution/Denouement)
- Setting (Time, Place)
· Characters (Protagonist: hero, anti-hero, Antagonist)
· Scene
· Scenery
· Tone
· Mood 
· Narrator/POV
· Flashback
· Foreshadowing
· Sensorial language
· Symbolism
· Imagery
· Allegory
INFORMATIONAL TEXTS
· Central idea
· Supporting ideas
· Author’s Purpose
· Identify/Determine main/central and supporting ideas
· Arguments & claims

Nonfiction
Note-taking strategies

Greek Tragedy
· Elements and characteristics  

Paraphrasing and quoting
· QFT strategy 
· CER paragraphs
· Reading strategies
· Making connections
· Predicting
· Questioning
· Summarizing
· Synthesizing
· Visualizing/imagery
· Clarifying
· Evaluating 
· Reflecting

Text Structure & Features 
· Summary
· Synthesis
· Persuasion
· Speeches

News article reports

Drama
· Tragedy
· Comedy

Dialogue

Poem - 
· verse 
· Prose

Author’s word choice

Author’s Craft
Allusion
Personification
Characterization
Diction
Dialogue
Sound devices
Alliteration
Assonance
Rhyme

Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods.
*CCR = College and Career Readiness

· Lexile 9-10: 1080–1305

Informational text

Literary Nonfiction and Historical, Scientific, and Technical Texts
Includes the subgenres of exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces, essays about art or literature, biographies, memoirs, journalism, and historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts (including digital sources) written for a broad audience
	Key Ideas and Details 
· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

· Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development throughout the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

· Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

· Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

 Craft and Structure 
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

· Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

· Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

· Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

· Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel' s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

· Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).

· Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.

· Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.

· Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
· By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

· By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

· By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively


	LANGUAGE CONVENTION

	Conventions of Standard English:

Parallel structure.

· Types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Use of semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.

Knowledge of Language:

· Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts

· Make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

· Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian's Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy).

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

	Conventions of Standard English 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

· Use parallel structure.

· Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

· Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.

· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

· Spell correctly.

Knowledge of Language 
· Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

· Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
·  Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text. 

· Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

· Acquire and use accurate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting assignments with cleanliness and legibility.
· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure from reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively





TENTH GRADE
GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 
· Communicate effectively in formal and informal conversations building on others´ ideas demonstrating advance command of English.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.ezprsqee9c58]Write a variety of complex texts following the process of writing and conducting research projects to express his/her own ideas and opinions routinely. 

· Read comprehensively, independently and proficiently  to evaluate and discuss the theme and message of a variety of texts in diverse formats and media.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.vef2dg5iqxv2]Demonstrate command of advanced English using accurate vocabulary, and grammar conventions adapting  language to the context and interaction. 

OBJECTIVES BY STAGE: 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely and logically (using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation) such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose.

· Write arguments to support claims creating an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Read and evaluate complex literary and informational texts using relevant evidence to support their own point of view ( the content and build their worldview.)

· Demonstrate independence in acquiring and using mechanics and vocabulary knowledge for reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

TENTH GRADE OBJECTIVES:
· Use active listening and speaking skills to stay engaged, ask meaningful questions and summarize information by participating in debates or academic presentations.

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of English language to write a variety of compositions, such as descriptive, expository, informative or argumentative, that demonstrate effective use of language to clarify and enhance meaning and ideas.

· Apply a collection of strategies to build comprehension of a collection of texts such as literature and informational texts to acquire knowledge and learn new skills.

· Demonstrate command of the standard English grammar, capitalization, and punctuation  in the different fields such as writing, reading, listening and speaking by using parallel structure, various types of phrases to apply the language functions in different contexts.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIAS:
· Initiate and participate actively in a range of conversations, debates, and presentations to respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and make new connections while using digital media or visuals.

· Write informative and explanatory texts, to analyze content and arguments as conduct more sustained research projects to solve a problem and integrate information, avoiding plagiarism, and following a standard format for citation.

· Read a variety of grade-appropriate texts and literature by citing strong evidence,  and analyzing the story structure, the author’s choices, and the order of events within it to create effects such as mystery, tension, or surprise.

· Demonstrate command of standard English in grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation, use knowledge of the language, and accurately grade-appropriate academic and domain-specific words and phrases; when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

CONTENTS
	






GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Speaking and listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
·  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
· Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	
























GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Written communication
Text Types and Purposes* 
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
·  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 
·  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating an understanding of the subject under investigation.
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	











GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Reading comprehension
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact throughout a text.
 Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
 10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	










GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	COGNITIVE
	SKILLS
	ATTITUDES

	ORAL COMMUNICATION 

	Planning, Preparation, Delivery, and Performance

· Presentations
· Speeches
· Lit Circles
· Discussions
· Interview
· [bookmark: _heading=h.lktm3ai2xvnc]Role-plays
· Debates
· Podcasts
· Panels
· Video & Photo essays
· Mass media (broadcasting through different mediums)
	Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

· Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

· Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual roles as needed. 

· Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions.

· Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections in light of the evidence and reasoning presented.

· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

· Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

· Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.)

	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively.

	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

	Text types and purposes

· Argumentative essay
· Persuasive speech
· Reaction essays/Reflective essays
· Literary Analysis essays
· Poem writing
· Stream-of-consciousness writing 
· Journal entries
· Video essays

*Essay length varies from one page for reaction papers or reflective essays to 3-pages or a 1500 word count.

Production and Distribution of Writing

1. Writing effective thesis statements
2. Essay organization 
· chronological
· spatial
· deductive or simple-to-complex
· inductive
· empathic
3. Essay development (patterns)
4. Avoiding Plagiarism
5. Documentation styles
6. MLA style
1. Revising
· Editing and proofreading

[bookmark: _heading=h.hg8o4hekcbpi]Research to Build and Present Knowledge

Short and sustained research
Synthesizing information from multiple sources on a subject
Gathering information from print and digital sources 
Advanced searches online
Evaluating sources for credibility
Cross-referencing sources

MLA formatting
· Paragraph styling
· Page formatting
· Font size and type
· Line spacing
· In-text citation
· Works cited
	Text Types and Purposes* 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
 
· Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

· Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

· Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

· Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

· Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.
·  Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

· Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

·  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
 
· Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

· Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.
· Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved throughout the narrative.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10 on page 55.)

· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and dynamically.

Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

· Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]”). 

· Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning”).

Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.
· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively

	READING COMPREHENSION

	POETRY
Poetry from different time periods in American Literature such as The American Dream, the Harlem Renaissance, and American Modernism

LITERATURE
· The American Dream
· The American Identity
· The utopic/dystopic nature of the American Dream
· The Role of Art in Social Activism

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS
· Early American Writing Historical Context 
· Cultural influences: puritan beliefs
· Ideas of the age: the Enlightenment 
· The Great Awakening
· Writers of the revolution
· The American Dream
· The American Identity
· The utopic/dystopic nature of the American Dream
· The Role of Art in Social Activism
· Persuasive speeches
· Analyzing social issues across mediums
· American Modernism
· Stream of consciousness writing
Rhetorical Devices
· Aristotle’s Triad
· Logos
· Pathos
· Ethos
· American Modernism
· Stream of consciousness writing

Text Structure & Features
Persuasion
· Speeches
· Cartoon

Argumentation
· Reaction essays/Reflective essays
· Literary Analysis essays
· Poem 
· Prose

Author’s word choice

Characterization

Author’s Craft
· Poetic devices
· Elements of a story
· Sound devices
· Figurative language
· Literary devices
Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods.

*CCR = College and Career Readiness

· Lexile 9-10: 1080–1305

Informational text

Literary Nonfiction and Historical, Scientific, and Technical Texts
Includes the subgenres of exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces, essays about art or literature, biographies, memoirs, journalism, and historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts (including digital sources) written for a broad audience

	Key Ideas and Details 
· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

· Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development throughout the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

· Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

· Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

 Craft and Structure 
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

· Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

· Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

· Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature.

· Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose.


Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment (e.g., Auden’s “Musée des Beaux Arts” and Breughel' s Landscape with the Fall of Icarus).

· Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare).

· Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each account.

· Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements and fallacious reasoning.

· Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
· By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

· By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
· By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency
· Reflective and problem-solving mindset.

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively

	LANGUAGE CONVENTION

	[bookmark: _heading=h.yx7ig6rkgaub]Conventions of Standard English:

Adverbs
· Conjunctive adverbs

Parallel structure
· Parallel structure with either/Or, Neither/Nor, and Both/And
· Parallel structure with joining words

Relative clauses
· Appositives, relative clauses, and participial phrases
· Advanced combining 

[bookmark: _heading=h.qiv21c7yrvfw]Knowledge of Language:

· Language functions in different contexts
· Effective choices for meaning and style
· MLA format
· Identifying strong textual evidence
· Use of details to support or analyze textual evidence
[bookmark: _heading=h.scwanpir8jeb]
[bookmark: _heading=h.x9bvapjgjqlg]Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

· Words and phrases in context
· Context clues
· Word choice influence on tone and meaning
· Figures of speech interpretation
· Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
	Conventions of Standard English 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

· Use parallel structure.
 
· Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or presentations.

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

· Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent clauses.

· Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

· Spell correctly.
Knowledge of Language 
· Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

· Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline and writing type.
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

· Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analyze, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g. dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text. 

· Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

· Acquire and use accurate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.
· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.
· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively











ELEVENTH GRADE
GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 
· Communicate effectively in formal and informal conversations building on others´ ideas demonstrating advance command of English.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.r2hn70gyf04r]Write a variety of complex texts following the process of writing and conducting research projects to express his/her own ideas and opinions routinely. 

· Read comprehensively, independently and proficiently  to evaluate and discuss the theme and message of a variety of texts in diverse formats and media.

· [bookmark: _heading=h.a7siqkvttxu0]Demonstrate command of advanced English using accurate vocabulary, and grammar conventions adapting  language to the context and interaction. 

OBJECTIVES BY STAGE: 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely and logically (using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation) such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose.

· Write arguments to support claims creating an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

· Read and evaluate complex literary and informational texts using relevant evidence to support their own point of view ( the content and build their worldview.)

· Demonstrate independence in acquiring and using mechanics and vocabulary knowledge for reading, writing, speaking, and listening.

ELEVENTH GRADE OBJECTIVES:
· Speak appropriately for different purposes and audiences, such as addressing alternative or opposing perspectives, debate or other oral presentation, presenting coherent arguments and critiques.

· Write research papers on  given topics, using primary and secondary sources and including an introduction, literature review with citations, research method and summary.

· Effectively use reading strategies such as skimming, scanning and using context clues to find written and implied meanings and confirm predictions.

· Demonstrate command of the standard English grammar, capitalization, and punctuation  in the different fields such as writing, reading, listening and speaking by resolving issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references, observing hyphenation conventions, and consulting references.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIAS:
· Initiate and participate actively in a range of debates, and presentations to understand findings, reasons, and decisions, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source through strategic use of digital media or visuals.

· Write informative/explanatory texts, to examine and convey complex ideas/concepts, gather information and  conduct advanced searches effectively, avoid plagiarism, and follow a standard format for citation.

· Read a variety of grade-appropriate texts and literature by citing strong evidence and analyzing the story structure,  the author’s choices, and the order of events within it to create effects such as a comedic,  tragic, or resolution as well as its aesthetic impact.

· Apply knowledge of the language,  standard English grammar, capitalization, spelling, and punctuation to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend and express when reading, listening, writing, and speaking.



CONTENTS
	






GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Speaking and listening
Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
· Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience.
· Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

	























GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Written communication
Text Types and Purposes* 
· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
·  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. 
·  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating an understanding of the subject under investigation.
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	











GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: Reading comprehension
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact throughout a text.
 Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
5.Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
 6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

	









   GENERAL SKILLS STANDARDS
	STRANDS: 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
4.Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5.Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6.Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

	COGNITIVE
	SKILLS
	ATTITUDES

	ORAL COMMUNICATION 

	Planning, Preparation, Delivery, and Performance

· Presentations
· Speeches
· Lit Circles
· Discussions
· Interview
· [bookmark: _heading=h.1k0kput8c6ry]Role-plays
· Debates
· Podcasts
· Panels
· Video & Photo essays
· Mass media (broadcasting through different mediums)
	Comprehension and Collaboration 
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners in grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

· Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

· Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

· Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

· Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.

· Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

· Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 54 for specific expectations.)
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure from reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary 

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively

	WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

	Text types and purposes

· Argumentative essay
· Reaction essays/Reflective essays
· Literary Analysis essays
· Poem writing
· Critical analysis essay
· Research paper
· Journal entries
· Video essays

 *Essay length vary from one page for reaction paper or reflective essays to 3-pages or a 1500 word count.

Production and Distribution of Writing

· Writing effective thesis statements
· Essay organization 
· chronological
· spatial
· deductive or simple-to-complex
· inductive
· empathic
· Essay development (patterns)
· Avoiding Plagiarism
· Documentation styles
· MLA style
· Revising
· Editing and proofreading


[bookmark: _heading=h.1iyc5imcc2kb]Research to Build and Present Knowledge

· Short and sustained research
· Synthesizing information from multiple sources on a subject
· Gathering information from print and digital sources 
· Advanced searches online
· Evaluating sources for credibility
· Cross-referencing sources

MLA formatting
· Paragraph styling
· Page formatting
· Font size and type
· Line spacing
· In-text citation
· Works cited 
	· Claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

·  Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aid comprehension. 

· Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 

· Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

· Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

· Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic).

· Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

· Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple points (s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

· Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

· Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

· Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

· Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved throughout the narrative.

Production and Distribution of Writing 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 on page 55.)

· Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.  

Research to Build and Present  Knowledge 
· Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

· Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

· Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

· Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses]”).
Range of Writing 
· Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.

· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing it correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.
· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively


	READING COMPREHENSION

	(BRITISH) LITERATURE
· Essays
· Poetry (Shakespearean sonnets, satirical elegies, epics)
· Novels
· Plays

LITERATURE
Elements of the story:
· Themes
· Plot (Exposition, Sequence of events)
· Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution/Denouement)
· Setting (Time, Place)
· Characters (Protagonist: hero, anti-hero, Antagonist)
· Characterization
· Scene
· Scenery
· Tone
· Mood 
· Narrator/POV
· Flashback
· Foreshadowing
· Sensorial language
· Symbolism
· Imagery
· Allegory
· Personification
· Irony

Poetry:
· Theme
· Verses
· Stanzas
· Assonance
· Alliteration
· Rhyme
· Onomatopoeia
· Personification
· Simile
· Metaphor
· Hyperbole
· Irony
· Synecdoche

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS
· Central idea
· Supporting ideas
· Author’s Purpose
· Identify/Determine main/central and supporting ideas
· Arguments & claims
· Rhetorical devices
· Cite and draw inferences with textual evidence
· Ideas
· Identify/Determine main/central and supporting ideas
· Identify/Determine themes
· Order of ideas: chronological, logical, spatial
· Complex analysis of texts
· (Literary Elements) Elements of a story
· Foreshadowing
· Flashback

Text Structure & Features
· Persuasion
· Speeches
· Cartoon
· Argumentation
· Reaction essays/Reflective essays
· Literary Analysis essays
· Poem 
· Prose

· Author’s word choice

· Characterization

Author’s Craft
· Poetic devices
· Elements of a story
· Sound devices
· Figurative language
· Literary devices 

Students in grades 6-12 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods.

*CCR = College and Career Readiness

· Lexile 11-CCR*: 1215–1355

Informational text

Literary Nonfiction and Historical, Scientific, and Technical Texts
Includes the subgenres of exposition, argument, and functional text in the form of personal essays, speeches, opinion pieces, essays about art or literature, biographies, memoirs, journalism, and historical, scientific, technical, or economic accounts (including digital sources) written for a broad audience.
	Key Ideas and Details 
· Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

· Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development throughout the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

· Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

· Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop throughout the text.
 Craft and Structure 
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Including Shakespeare as well as other authors.)

· Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.gThe choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

· Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

· Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
· Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

· Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics.

· Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words to address a question or solve a problem. 

· Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential addresses).

· Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration ofIndependence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
· By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of the grade 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency

· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively


	LANGUAGE CONVENTION

	[bookmark: _heading=h.5d45ljdf7n80]Conventions of Standard English:
· Advanced combining
· Commonly confused words
· Pronoun clarity
· Possessives
· Agreement
· Logical comparison
· Conventional expression

[bookmark: _heading=h.q8qp3cqk5tfj]Knowledge of Language:

· Syntax and style
· Language functions in different contexts
· Effective choices for meaning and style
· MLA format
· Identifying strong textual evidence
· Use of details to support or analyze textual evidence

[bookmark: _heading=h.v9qa7g6xuyjt]Vocabulary Acquisition and Use:

· Multiple meaning words
· Context clues
· Connected text
· Patterns of word changes
· Figures of speech interpretation
· Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
	Conventions of Standard English 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

· Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change over time, and is sometimes contested.

· Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American Usage) as needed.

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

· Observe hyphenation conventions. 

· Spell correctly

Knowledge of Language 
· Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

· Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading

 Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

· Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable).

· Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage.

· Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 

· Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze their role in the text. 

· Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

· Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	· Listen to connect experiences and ideas with those of self and others.

· Value the correct use of oral language.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Appreciation of language as a means of communication.
· Express ideas clearly in written work.

· Enjoyment and order in presenting written assignments with cleanliness and legibility.

· Express ideas clearly and fluently.

· Feeling pleasure for reading.

· Speak to communicate ideas.

· Interest in using vocabulary precisely and pronouncing correctly.

· Listen to acquire complete and accurate information.

· Listen to others with respect.

· Interest in participating in group activities.

· Practice appropriate speaking and listening behavior.

· Student agency
· Reflective and problem-solving mindset

· Work collaboratively and cooperatively
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